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Merry Christmas,

God’s richest grace and peace be with you all as the joy of
the season is felt more abundantly each day.

As it always happens, it feels as if Christmas has come so
quickly this year.  Already I see multi colored lights
decorate the shrubbery around decaying pumpkins in
some yards.  I can feel the air changing and find myself
reaching for a coat or sweater as I leave the house.

I really want to slow things down so that I can experience
the beauty of the competing light shows around us.  I want
to discover anew, the depth of meaning of the season that
drives so many to want to be a part of the celebration of
the birth we honor at this time of the year.  I guess it is a
miracle that many hearts around the world, who don’t
even know why we Christians get so excited, now
participate in our celebration, and seem to have taken it
over and made it more about competition than worship.

Already I’ve heard people listing all the festivities they feel
obligated to attend, so it seems as if the joy we could be
feeling is replaced with a sense of obligation, not delight. 
We who are called “Children of the Light”, who do know it
is our Savior’s birth we celebrate, not just a day we get to
get more stuff, should feel so overwhelmed with joy and
gratitude that we are a part of the family of faith, that we
should be sharing the good news with all we encounter. 
Jesus is the real gift, the best gift.

Today, it also feels like our own family here at St. John is
being diminished too quickly.  This should make us take a
little more time with each other, to be forgiving of those
things that drive us crazy about that person that we may
end up missing next year from our gatherings.

Take time this month to rekindle a relationship that maybe
has suffered because of some slight or even a real issue. 
Tomorrow is not promised to us.  Who knows if we’ll have
an opportunity to make peace later?  

Right now, during this time of “Peace on Earth and Good
will to all”, reach out to someone and let them know how
much you want a new way to exist between you and
make sure they know that you love them.  I know this is
hard, but ask them to forgive you.  You aren’t doing this
for them, but for your own heart’s health.

Don’t keep so busy that you can’t take a little time to
share the Good News and your genuine love for others. 
Then you will let your own light shine brighter than all
those multi colored, twinkling lights that show up so well
on these very dark nights.

God’s Peace be with you this
month and in the coming New
Year. May God bless us all.

   Pastor Paulette

Tomorrow is not promised to us.  Who

knows if we’ll have an opportunity to

make peace later?
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Merry Christmas & Happy New

Year from the Staff  at St. John: 

Pastor Paulette, Shelly, Ray,

Larry, Farrah, &  David

Just a big thank you to all for
your prayers, get well cards,
and birthday cards. They were
all greatly appreciated.
                  -- Evelyn Schulz

TRANSFERS FOR 2009

Harold Asmus

Kyle Gorney

Michael & Charlene Haley

Ethel McTaggart

Joyce Rottman

Ruth Ryll

NEW MEMBERS 2009

George, Farrah, George Jr.,

and Griffin Hopper

HOSPITALIZED

Bob Jahn, Evelyn Schulz

Bill Schuetter, Beulah Glover,

Elmer Meyer, Adelaide Albrecht,

 Larry Patterson, Chuck Howell,

Sharon Yaggie

DEATHS

Elmer Eyers & Robert Bremer

Eugene Miller has generously given

$1000.00 to the Camp Lu Wix E board for

the roof fund. He is challenging all

members to help pay for this project. Any

questions please contact Wayne Marcet or

Kurt Aven.

Memorials...

In honor of Bill Parth and his service, given

by Dr. Ken & Sue Suppes 

(Placing Organ in Sanctuary).

In honor of Bill Parth, given by Elaine

Rosin (General Fund).

In honor of Bill Parth, this memorial to the

music fund is given in appreciation of and

to commemorate the time and talent

extended by Bill over the years of his

affiliation with St. John Lutheran Church,

given by Eugene H. Miller (Music Fund).

In memory of Claude Haas, given by Carl

& Betty Quackenbush, Louise Vescio,

Georgina Wood, Bob & Alice Morgan, Dr.

Max Foster, Patricia Lapine, John & Edythe

Passariello, Dawn Prueter, Mrya Prueter,

Kristie Slancik, Robert & Jean Slancik,

Brian & Valerie Howey, Mary Kelly, Marion

D. Fager, Elda Prueter, Esther & Howard

Koboldt, and Janice Ienna, (General Fund).

In memory of Elmer Meyers, given by Val

Grimaldi, Art & Sandy Meyer, Jeffery &

Lorine Amo, Elaine Rosin, Herb & Lena

Volz, Dr. Ken & Sue Suppes, Herb Volz Jr.,

Art & Kathryn Menapace, Jean King  and

Dr. Max Foster (General Fund). Ginger &

Charles Reed, Kurt & Pam Aven

(Camp-Lu-Wix-E Roof Fund). Lois Herbage

(Flower Fund).

In memory of Howard Kern, given by Louis

Schuler, Isabella Ducker, Betty Lentner,

Jerry & Barb Strong,  Jean King, Sue Estes

& Brad, and Betty & Charles Zehnder

(General Fund).

A donation was given by Roger & Pauline

Winterstein 

(Summer Day Camp).

ST JOHN
LUTHERAN CHURCH

915 FEDERAL AV
SAGINAW, MI 48607

Rev. Paulette L. Cummings

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30am

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Fri:  8am-2pm

TELEPHONE
989.754.0489 Office
989.754.4029 Fax

EMAIL
OFFICE:  office@sjlc.us
 PASTOR:  pp@sjlc.us

WEB SITE
www.sjlc.us

NEWSLETTER
Deadline: 01-20-09

Submit To:
news@sjlc.us



3

Greetings from the Garden,
by Brian Campbell

My mother has arrived
safely into Burke’s
Garden and will be here
until mid-January. She
has already been drafted
(by me) to serve on the
Altar Guild and to help
with our Bible Studies.

Advent will be a busy
season for me. I will be
preaching and presiding
over eleven services from
the day before Thanksgiving
through the Sunday after
Christmas, as well as leading four
Bible studies. While it will be a
busy time, we are encouraging all
of our members to invite a
neighbor to one of these services
and are hoping to have quite a
turnout for the Christmas Eve
service. Thanks for all of the
thoughts and prayers.

My favorite musical group is U2.
They are a quartet of Irish
musicians whose music is not
totally Christian, but it does contain
Christian themes in many of their
songs. They can be provoking,
irreverent and challenging, but their
songs often say things much more
eloquently than I ever hope to.
Their song, Grace, written in 2000,
gives a wonderful depiction of the
concept of grace.

Grace, she takes the blame
She covers the shame

Removes the stain
It could be her name

Grace...
It's a name for a girl

It's also a thought that,
changed the world

And when she walks on the street
You can hear the strings

Grace finds goodness in everything

What once was hurt      
What once was friction      

What left a mark      
No longer stings...

Because Grace
makes beauty

Out of ugly things
Grace finds beauty

in everything

– Excerpts of
Grace, Lyrics and
music by U2

By the grace of
God, all that we

have done wrong is not just
forgiven, but removed as if it never
existed. The blame, shame and
stain we feel for our faults and
failings have been erased from
existence by the gift of grace
purchased for us by the life,
torture, murder and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. The hurt we feel
when we do something to further
distance ourselves from God, the
friction caused by our acting, or
failing to act, in ways that are
pleasing to God is removed by the
blood of the Lamb. Out of the
ugliness of our broken lives, God is
able to find and restore the beauty
that we were always intended to
have, that communal relationship
with the Triune God which we will
have in the new world that is
coming.

As we prepare for Advent and the
coming of Christ, as we are out
looking for that perfect gift,
remember we have already been
given the perfect gift; a gift that
changed the world. Grace finds
goodness in everything.

May God’s Grace shine in your life
today and everyday.

Vicar Brian Robert Campbell
7645 Burke’s Garden Road
Tazewell, VA 24651

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE
by Bob Morgan, Chairperson

The 2010 proposed budget was
approved without change by the
congregation at the semi-annual
congregational meeting on
November 22 .  Extra copies ofnd

the budget are available in the
church office if you were unable to
attend the meeting. My thanks to
everyone who worked on and
otherwise contributed to
preparation of the 2010 budget.
Your ongoing support of St. John
monetarily as well as the through
the contribution of your time and
talent is essential to the success of
our mission to serve those most in
need both within our congregation
and within the neighborhood of
what we are a part.

Bob Morgan
Board Chairperson

Thank you, thank you for the
appreciation showed me November
15 .  It greatly exceeded myth

expectations. Special thanks to
Pastor Paulette, the Council, staff,
singers, cooks and all who signed
the memory book and sent cards.
Money contributed will go to the
Music Fund.

On November 22  I attended St.nd

Lorenz Lutheran Church 0which
celebrated All Saints Sunday.  My
sister, Dorothy Passon, was among
the saints named.

Bill Parth

The family of Elmer Meyers
would like to thank everyone
who sent cards & memorials!




