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Grace and peace to you all,

The season of Lent is a season of penitence or fasting
preceding Easter. It is traditionally forty days in length,
symbolic of the time spent by Moses on Mount Sinai, the
forty years’ wanderings in the wilderness, the forty days’
temptation of Jesus or his forty hours in the tomb. Itis a
period set aside in the Church for personal examination,
contrition, repentance and spiritual formation. It not only is
observed in the worship of the Church but by every believer,
“so that we, who through the past year have lived too much
for ourselves, should mortify ourselves to our Creator
through abstinence.”

When we are observant of the
practices of Lent: prayer, giving and
worship, we learn anew where we
can place our trust and faith...

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, which is forty days before
Easter. It continues through Holy Week, and concludes with
the Saturday before Easter. Holy Week, which begins with
Palm Sunday and continues through Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday, is the conclusion of Lent, a time for intensive
remembrance of the sufferings and death of Jesus. The
traditional color of Lent is purple (the color of penitence),
and Good Friday is black to designate mourning.

During each Wednesday of Lent this year, we'll look at the
wounds inflicted on our Savior as he endured the agony of
the cross. This will help us as we examine our own lives
and discover how much we are loved along the way. Often
we don’t want to be reminded of our own sinfulness, of how
we have disappointed our God again and again. Our prayer

should be one of confession and sincere remorse for all that
we have done and all that we have forgotten to do. We can
look at this act as if emptying a receptacle that is filled with
rancid, putrid stuff, and having it filled by the Holy Spirit as
we ask God to fill our hearts and minds with only goodness
and joy. Through the many acts of kindness and prayer we
practice during Lent, we can feel empowered to go on and
face what the Spirit brings us to, knowing that God will
carry us through it.

You all know how life today in Saginaw has become so
uncertain. With the loss of jobs and with so many of our
leaders acting out on their desires for wealth and selfish
pleasures it is very difficult to put your trust in people. But
when we are observant of the practices of Lent: prayer,
giving and worship, we learn anew where we can place our
trust and faith. Not in earthly things, but in the one who
agreed to bear our sins to the cross.

Just as Jesus set his face to Jerusalem, knowing what he
would endure there, so we too can set our face to the cross,
knowing that in Jesus’ death and resurrection we have the
hope of salvation and a place in eternity with him and with
our God.

Despite all the agony and pain
of Lent, we know that Easter is
just around the corner. Pray for
our new members, and pray
that we may come through Lent
with renewed faith and a new
sense of urgency to tell
someone how much they are
loved.

Peace.

Pastorn Paalette

PP@SJLC.US
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FLOWERS FOR EASTER

Enclosed is an envelope for you to
make a memorial for a loved one or to
honor someone special. These specific
- | names will be printed in the bulletin on
& ‘ | Easter Sunday. The purchased flowers
% are yours to enjoy at home following
-\ | Easter Service.

Easter lilies, mums, daffodils, tulips, and hyacinths are

$12.00 each. The hydrangeas and azaleas are $17.00 each.

We ask that your envelope and donation be submitted to the

church office no later than March 14th. If you have any
question please call the office at 754-0489.

CHURCH CAMP NEWS

All'is going well at Camp. We are in the process of putting a
new roof on the bathroom building and getting ready to cut
down two large trees that are
causing problems around our
buildings. So far we have had two
renters for each month.

Please keep praying for our camp
and for the people that use it. God
is working everywhere! Because of all your donations it has
made it possible for us to put on a new roof and also do
other improvements and for this we thank you! However we
are still in need of donations for the new roof on the pavilion
and for plumbing needs. If you can help we would greatly
appreciate it and we praise God for your kindness.

God's blessing always!

Camp Board

CHURCH INFORMATION

Date Attendance | Offering
1/2472010 83 51,645.56
173172010 88 52,M7.26

2f712010 34 55,833.00
211412010 79 52,923.00

MEMORIALS/GIFTS RECEIVED
January 1 thru February 22, 2010
General Fund 4209.50
Altar Flowers 200.00
Building & Maintenance 0.00
Music & Organ Fund 725.00
Breakfast for the Hungry 50.00
Office Supplies 0.00
Luther League 0.00
Summer Day Camp 70.00
Camp Lu Wix E (Needs List) 0.00
Camp Lu Wix E (Main. Fund) 10.00
Camp Lu Wix E (Repair Fund) 0.00
Camp Lu Wix E (Roof Fund) 573.00
Heating Fund 60.00
TOTAL $5,897.50

HOSPITALIZED
Lois Herbage, Kathryn Menapace, Betty Perry, Ruth Busch,
Betty Shelbrock, Larry Patterson, Sharon Patterson, Bob
Chicky, Evelyn Schulz, Debrah Herzberg, Rose King

DEATHS
Robert Jahn, Ralph Pearce, Cecilia Will, Harvey Reisig

EVANGELISM BOARD

God our Father has always loved everyone on this earth. We
all may have felt that we have been left out a few times in our
life. The truth is Jesus has always loved us and He always
will. There is nothing we can do to stop Him from loving us!
Transfiguration Sunday and Valentine's Day were the same
day just a few weeks ago. God's love and grace is always
open for everyone to know and be lifted up in faith. Easter is
near, if there is someone you know or nearby that looks like
they need God's grace, share what you know about His love,
what He has done for you, and what He still is doing for you.
If you see someone new in church introduce yourself and let
them know they are welcome for we are all one in Christ!

Happy Easter!
Kurt Aven

P.S. We are an outpost for God's Love




Greetings from the Garden,

Just to 'fess up, this was
originally my sermon for
Transfiguration Sunday,
February 14. The Gospel
lesson for that day was Luke
9:28-43.

and was transformed. That is an
experience that | understand. No, | did not
have a revelation or epiphany during the
weeks when | have been snowed in at
Burke's Garden.

I'm actually referring to the last weekend of
January when | went to Eagle Eyrie camp
for the Virginia Synod's Winter Celebration
event. Now as someone from Michigan,
who is actually used to getting this much
snow, we celebrated winter that weekend,
twelve to sixteen inches of winter. Winter
Celebration is one of several youth events
put on by the Virginia Synod as faith
building, sustaining, nurturing events for
youth. | strongly encourage the youth to go
to these events, and | encourage adults to
go as chaperones or as small group
leaders. There is something about getting
away from your everyday life, going up a
mountain, (the camp where most of the
events are held, Eagle Eyrie Virginia Baptist
Conference Center is on a mountain just
outside of Lynchburg) and spending a few
days talking about God. It gives you a
chance to unwind, distress and change
your focus from what you think is important
to what is important to God, which is you.

Now on our travels there, we manage to get
there before and leave after the first of our
recent gifts of snow. But we got to trek up
and down the camp in the foot plus of
powder they received. We got to hear
powerful stories of how God has been there
in the 'unlikely events' of the lives of the
high school seniors who planned the details
of this event. We were able to discuss how
their stories and the Scriptural lessons they
referred to spoke to us, how they reminded

1s of something in our lives, or
1 the lives of friends and
families. We realized that our
faith is a journey, sometimes
it is strong and steadfast and
sometimes it is a struggle
and a tussle. We accepted
that our faith is summed up in
1 first words of each petition of
»stles or Nicene Creeds, "
believe" or "We believe." Our faith is both
intensely private and personal, but also
public, communal and global; it is both
internal reflection and an outward direction.

That weekend served to give me a "booster
shot." It helped to remind me that my plans
for my future are simply my hopes and how
they may relate to God's plans may be only
a coincidence. It reassured me of some
things I needed reassuring with.

But one of the things | had to deal with after
this wonderful weekend was coming back
to the real world. That's when my fun
started. As we were getting ready to leave
after Steven's dad had picked him up, my
battery died. They gave my car a jump, and
| started the drive up to the Garden. While
the road up the mountain was a little slick, |
was driving carefully and the roads were
pretty clear. Then | began the trek up my
driveway. Now, the house I'm using is at the
top of a hill in the middle of the Garden and
has a gravel driveway. It is almost %2 a mile
long, and is almost all up hill. And that
Sunday night, it was covered with 7 inches
of fine, undisturbed snow. Even in
four-wheel drive, my Blazer got stuck right
at the base of the driveway. And so with
that, | was brought down from my mountain
top experience and back into the real world.

Today's Gospel lesson reminded me of
that. Just days after the feeding of the
5,000, just days after Peter declares that
Jesus is the Messiah, just days after Jesus
tells his disciples that the Son of Man will be
kiled and be raised from the dead on the
third day, Jesus takes Peter, John and
James with him to a mountain top to pray.

While on that mountaintop, they are met by
others. Elijah and Moses appear, and Jesus
appearance is changed. His face changes
and his clothes become a brilliant white.
While the three disciples are in awe, the
three men talk of Jesus' exodus. Imagine
the impact of hearing that word if you were
among the original hearers of Luke's
Gospel. Jesus, the man you have been
hearing so much about, the man who you
have been told is the promised Messiah,
the Christ, is visited by Moses and Elijah.
They talk about his exodus, his departure,
and his journey to the Promised Land, his
leaving of this world. Right here, with this
story, you realize that the arrest, trial,
torture, crucifixion and death of Jesus was
not something planned by men. Jesus
death was planned by God. Jesus came to
Earth to die, to die for the Sin of the world,
for my sins, your sins, for the sins of all. But
he also came to Earth, became a man so
that he could be raised three days later, to
show that God, not Death, has the final
word. Jesus, the Son of God and Son of
Man, the Messiah, the Christ was born to
die and to be raised.

Now if you think that by what the original
listeners heard with the verses earlier in
chapter 9, the events of the days preceding
the trip up the mountain, and what
realizations were starting to sink into them
about the nature of Jesus and his life and
ministry, think about what must be going
around in the minds of the disciples. Our
teacher, who has called us to follow him,
who has sent us out, whom we have seen
do wondrous, miraculous things, is talking
to Moses and Elijah. They are talking about
'his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem.' [Luke 9.31]
Jesus had told them he was going to be
killed, and then be raised. Peter came to
understand that Jesus is the promised
Messiah. All of this is going through their
minds. What does it all mean? How can this
be, that our Messiah is going to go to
Jerusalem and be killed by the leaders of
our religion, of our faith? Then there is this
(cont'd on page 4)




(cont'd from page 3)

'be raised on the third day.' [Luke 9.22]
What does that mean? So | fully understand
Peter's reaction, "Hey, let's just stay here.
We can build some houses, It's good that
we stay here."

| understand Peter's reaction. Because, |
didn't want the Winter Celebration weekend
to end. | wanted to keep going. All of the
kids in my group were sharing of
themselves (which is a major
accomplishment — not because of anything
| did — but because the topic and stories
spoke to them) and our faith was being fed.
We were growing, growing in our faith,
growing together; why would we want to
leave. 'ltis good for us to be here.'

But they had to come down off the
mountain, and we had to come home from
the event. Then real life comes back in our
face. | had to walk almost %2 a mile uphill in
all of that snow. Jesus came down from the
mountain and has a great crowd rush to
him and surround him. Immediately, a man
is begging for his help, wanting him to save
his son from a demon. Then Jesus, who
has explained to his disciples what is
happening and what is to happen, only to
find that they don't get it; then, Jesus, who
has performed miracle after miracle,
healing after healing, and finds that there
are still more begging for help; then, Jesus
vents. 'You faithless and perverse
generation, how much longer must | be with
you and bear with you?' [Luke 9.41]

Have you had that type of day? Things are
going good, things are going well. You've
had a great morning at work or at home.
You are getting things done, and you are
doing them well. You are sailing through the
day. You are unstoppable. You are en
fuego. Then at lunch, you spill spaghetti
sauce on your white shirt, your ink pen
leaks, the customer from heck walks in.
And your wonderful day, your mountain top
experience re-enters the real world.

The glory of God changes a person. The
glory of God changes you. Being in the
actual presence of God physically changes
you. Moses' face shone so brightly that he
wore a veil so as to not frighten the
Israelites. When we experience God,
whether it is here in worship, or whether it is
in private prayer and meditation, whether it
is through the actions of another, or even
through our own actions, guided by the
Holy Spirit, when we experience God, we
are transformed and transfigured. We may
not be changed visibly, but we are changes
spiritually. When we encounter the glory of
God, we are forever changed. We are not
pliable enough to snap back to our original
state. When we are pulled or moved or torn,
we remain that way. A mind that is exposed
to new and different things, that grows in
knowledge can not return to its prior
dimensions. A heart that expands to love
and show love never returns to its previous
size. A soul opened to receive the eternal
and infinite grace of God can never go back
to the way it was before.

Whenever we have that mountaintop
experience, when the goodness, the grace
and the glory of God is put right in our face,
when we realize what an awesome God we
serve, when we begin to glimpse the
kingdom and reign of God, when we come
to understand what the Creeds say that we
believe, when what it means for God's only
Son, to be conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, and was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again; and he ascended
into heaven. Whenever that happens, we
think "It is good for us to be here,' and we
want to stay. But we must come down from
the mountaintop, we must come out from
behind the veil as Paul writes, we must
return to the real world.

But we re-enter the world transformed. We
re-enter the world forever changed. And our
work is to transform and be forever
changing. We have been transformed so
we can transform others. We have been

changed so that we can change others. We
have been blessed so we can be a blessing
to others. As Paul writes, 'And all of us, with
unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord
as though reflected in a mirror, are being
transformed into the same image from one
degree of glory to another; for this comes
from the Lord, the Spirit. Therefore, since it
is by God's mercy that we are engaged in
this ministry, we do not lose heart. ... Since,
then, we have such a hope, we act with
great boldness.' [2 Corinthians 3:18-4:1,
3:12]

God Bless You,

Vicar Brian Robert Campbell

VICE PRESIDENT
KURT AVEN

Spring is almost around the corner! Winter
has been.....well winter, but not so bad. It is
Lent, a time for us to look deep inside of
ourselves and see how we are doing in our
life of Faith and service to our Lord Jesus.
Praying and asking God for His will is
always an ongoing part of our Christian faith
and growth.

God is always calling us! During this time
of Lent I'm asking for you to seek what and
where God is leading us and the way St.
John needs to grow. We started with the
bookmarks on Sunday, February 21st to
ask and pray about God's insight and
direction. The grow St. John Task Force is
asking that we will all come together in
common prayer and seek our Heavenly
Father's will for St. John now and beyond. |
would like to read your thoughts in a letter
or short note. They maybe signed or
unsigned and dropped off at the church
office or left in the prayer basket. Keep
smiling spring and more importantly Easter
is just around the corner.

God's blessing always!

Kurt Aven







