Grace and Peace to you all,

Hasn't this been a wonderful summer? In spite of the
heat, | think this is one of the most enjoyable summers
| can remember. Looking back over the past few
months, I'm excited at all that’s been accomplished.

The Summer Day Camp program went very well this
year. The director has been outstanding. And the
staff has gotten along so well again this year. | think it
says a lot when so many people want to continue to
work in our program. We only hired two new people
this year. The number of kids seemed low at first, but
we ended up with over 80 kids registered. The field
trips and guests were greatly appreciated by the kids.
All'in all, I think it was a great success.

The new picture directories were delivered and even
though the book itself is smaller, the pictures are
really good this year.

The second annual Homecoming potluck was well
attended and the food was wonderful. We are really
blessed to have such great cooks. This year we
played a game with the history of the congregation
that’s recorded in the anniversary book. We gave out
really simple gifts and all had a good time.

Saginaw Metro Ministries was able to accommodate
all the people who suffer from want by moving their
pantry day to Saturday while Summer Day Camp was

kept the pantry within the bounds of its original
mission. One of our newest members volunteers with
them when he’s able. Way to go Jim Peters. | think
we need to step up our financial support and get them
a few more workers. Although when they’ve needed
someone to help, Dave Hagar and Bob Chicky, even
our own Ray have been of assistance. We provided
two lunches for the Lutheran Habitat build. For some
reason this year the churches have not been very
supportive, so they really thanked us for being able to
provide two.

As August is here (already), you have the wonderful
gift of being able to spend two Sunday’s with Pastor
Ray Orth who looks forward so much when he is able
to preach at what he calls the “mother church” of the
Lutheran congregations in Saginaw. He reserves this
time to be among us and always has such wonderful
things to say about us when he goes home. | know
you’ll make him feel as welcomed as you always do.

Then the next Sunday we’ll meet out at the
Quackenbush farm for fun

and food after worship.

Make sure to bring another

one of your exceptional

dishes to share.

Before you know it, we'll be
into September and the
return of the fall schedule.

happening. The workers come from all the other Peace,
ELCA Lutheran churches and are so happy to have P ¥ PAMW
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Gulf Coast Oil Spill:
Responding to the Challenge

A pastoral letter from Presiding Bishop
Mark S. Hanson

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The Lord is good to all, and his
compassion is over all that he has made.
- Psalm 145:8-9

June 28, 2010
Sisters and brothers in Christ,

The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is both
heartbreaking and infuriating. It causes
deep sorrow, both for the initial loss of
human life and for the deep and lasting
damage to an ecology that provides life
and livelihoods for so many of God's
creatures. At the same time we grieve
that the natural beauty of this region, a
sign of God's marvelous creativity, has
been defiled.

Moving to indignation and anger over the
neglect and carelessness that led to this
disaster, both in private industry and in
government regulation, is
understandable. However, to do so
without recognizing the responsibility we
all share -- as consumers of petroleum
products, as investors in an economy that
makes intensive and insistent energy
demands, and as citizens responsible for
the care of creation -- lacks credibility and
integrity. An honest accounting of what
happened (and what failed to happen)
must include our own repentance.

Nonetheless, God remains faithful in
restoring the creation and human
community. Among the voices that
despair and condemn, we have a witness
of hope to proclaim.

First, God, who made the creation and
made it good, has not abandoned it. Day
after day God sustains life in this world,
and the powerful vitality of God's creation,
though defiled, is not destroyed. The
life-giving power of God's creative
goodness remains at work, even in the
Gulf of Mexico. The Spirit will continue to
renew the face of the earth (Psalm
104:30, as we just sang at Pentecost). All
who care for the earth and work for the
restoration of its vitality can be confident
that they are not pursuing a lost cause.

They serve in concert with God's own
creative and renewing power.

Moreover, the human family need not
drown in a flood of suspicion and
recrimination that is more toxic and more
lasting than the oil that floods the Gulf can
ever be. The cleansing waters of baptism
in Christ -- who died not for the righteous,
but for the unrighteous -- bring
forgiveness and reconciliation with God.
In this reconciled life with God we have
the freedom to move beyond mutual
condemnations and hostility to give a
powerful witness of a reconciled
community that lives in service of the
creation and the neighbor. By refusing to
surrender to the toxicity of recrimination,
we convince others to join us safely in the
life and service of this community.

Responding to a challenge of this size
and complexity will call upon countless
insights and skills, embodied in hundreds
of occupations and trades, and upon the
collective strength and will of us all. God's
Holy Spirit has abundantly blessed the
human community with the gifts needed
to do this work. We can do it with sober
confidence, good will and even joy.

There are times for mourning and for
repentance, as well as for reconciliation
and commitment to the creation's care.
They come at different moments for
different people. As you serve in your
communities, | commend to you
resources for worship, study and action
that express the hope of Christians who
see God's creative goodness, Jesus'
forgiving reconciliation and the Spirit's
abundant gifts for service. Thisis a
moment when the human community
needs to hear a word of true hope, and
we have one to speak.

In God's grace,
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop, ELCA



A Note From:

Jan DeMasellis

Matthew 20 verses 1 - 16 tells the
Parable of the Workers in the
Vineyard. If you get the chance, pick
up your Bible and read it. It's about a
landowner, who after agreeing on a
fair wage hires men early in the
morning to work in the vineyard.
Throughout the day he continues to
hire other workers and at day's end
pays everyone the same wage. The
workers who worked from early
morning felt cheated even though
they agreed on the wage in the
beginning. The landowner told them
it was his right to pay what he wanted
and they shouldn't be jealous of his
generosity.

Being a union representative for
many years | couldn't help but agree
with the morning workers. | felt it
wasn't fair for everyone to get paid
the same amount when they didn't
work the same amount of hours. |
know things aren't always fair and
even, but that doesn't necessarily
make them wrong. Looking at this
situation differently, it didn't seem so
unfair to me any longer.

When people live their lives as good
Christians looking forward to the

-

reward of heaven, is it unfair for
sinners who repent late in life to also
share heaven? [ think not.

When I read in the paper about
Hopevale's new church that has
expanded to accommodate 1,500
people, | start to feel that it's unfair.
They have only been around for 50
years. St John has been praising the
Lord for 158 years and is struggling to
expand membership.

Then | look at what St John is
accomplishing. The summer day
camp for neighborhood kids, housing
the food pantry and narcotics
anonymous, providing a monthly
breakfast, and giving other groups
besides ourselves a place to worship.
| see that we are achieving our
mission. The fellowship | see at our
pot lucks and other gatherings is just
as important as a huge number of
members. This is my interpretation, |
would be interested in hearing yours.

Yan De Masellis

Thank you from the Board
of Building & Yard
Maintenance.

Thanks to Madeline Blohm, Melvin
Gay, Mark Oswald, Kurt Aven, Dave
Herzberg, Ray Kaminski & Bob
Chicky for trimming and killing
weeds in parking lots
& sidewalks.
It looks great!

~
EVANGELISM BOARD

| am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. - John 10:11

July 11" was our Homecoming
Service and it was well represented
by all. As the people entered the
church they were handed a wooden
cross that could be used as a key
chain, necklace, or to simply hang in a
car or house. This was a token from
the Evangelism Board for their
support.

A potluck followed the service and we
enjoyed a wonderful variety of food.
Members were quizzed on the history
of the church and received gifts for
correct answers. We also gave gifts to
the oldest, youngest, furthest traveled,
the one with the most children, and the
one who brought the most people to
the event. Scrapbooks, bells, and
ornaments were also on display. Our
Homecoming Service was a
wonderful way to celebrate 158 years.

The Ladies Luncheon this year will
be October 14t at the Horizon’s
Center. Please keep that date open.

We can always use your help on the
Evangelism Board. We meet once a
month on a Friday afternoon.

We are looking for more people to
serve as greeters once a month. If
interested please contact Charlotte
Campbell.

Peace tg\all!‘ \
Chairperson
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-
Greetings from

the Garden
Gettysburg

by Brian Campbell

See, | am sending you out like
sheep into the midst of wolves; so
be wise as serpents and innocent as
doves. — Matthew 10.16

Wow. Has it been a year already? It
seems just a few days ago | was
getting used to the twists and turns
of the mountain roads of southern
Virginia and West Virginia. Actually,
it probably was just a few days ago.

As you read this, | should be back at
the Seminary in Gettysburg, having
finished my internship on July 26th.
As | write this, | still have two
sermons to prepare, paperwork to
finish, and, oh yes, pack up
everything and haul it 378 miles
north along the edge of the
Appalachian Mountains.

Beyond my adventures with cows,
blizzards and living in God’s
Thumbprint, | had a wonderful
experience. It is impossible to put
into words what | have learned
through the experiences of my
internship. | can simply say that it
has made an impact on me, on how
| view ministry and how | will live out
my call to the ministry. It changed
my life.

The citation above is my Internship
class’ verse. We felt (somewhere
around half-jokingly) we were being
sent out like sheep into the midst of
wolves. But what we were not ready
for is how the Holy Spirit would
embrace and protect us, guiding and

-

directing us in ways that were not
unlike the way the Spirit led and
protected the Apostles when Jesus
commissioned them to go out (and
from where this verse came.)

| am looking forward to re-uniting
with them, to see faces | have not
seen in over a year.

| am looking forward to getting back
to Saginaw sometime soon, to see
faces who have been supporting me
for several years.

| am looking forward to the next ten
months, culminating with my
graduation (hopefully) on Friday,
May 13th, 2011. Because THAT'S
when the real fun begins.

By the way — my Gettysburg
address (that never gets old) is:

Brian Robert Campbell
61 Seminary Ridge
Gettysburg, PA 17325

May God bless each and every one
of you.

Brian Roborl Caanpbll

Seminarian, Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Gettysburg

HOSPITALIZED

Betty Perry, Richard & Pauline
Parsons, Thelma Lenter, Sue Steve,
Janet Goodeman, Al Fetting, George

Pike, & Don Albrecht

DEATHS

Sharon Yaggie

BOARD OF
STEWARDSHIP
AND FINANCE

The June 2010 Financial Report is in
and through the first 6 months of the
year our expenses continue to out
pace income. On the plus side
expenses were below what was
budgeted; but unfortunately, income
is down too, mostly in the area of
regular offering. Thus | want to once
again encourage everyone who can,
to continue to meet their pledged
offering in a timely manner so that
our financial situation is able to
remain healthy.

Although it may seem otherwise,
Stewardship is not only about
money. It also involves what we give
of ourselves and in this regard the
members of St. John can be proud.

Over 60 of you have volunteered to
help do the many jobs that make
each Sunday service possible and
countless others of you willing serve
on Boards and committees, perform
in the choirs, help during the coffee
hour as well as perform the other
numerous tasks that must be done
to keep St. John a viable entity.

Thanks to all of you who have
already stepped forward but if you
have not yet done so let me
encourage you get in on the fun.
Pick a group you would like to be a
part of and let them know; | assure
you that you'll be welcome.

Bob Morgan

Chairperson




